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Friedrichs Pontone is delighted to present
As Above, So Below, Reisha Perlmutter’s
first solo exhibition with the gallery. 

Reisha Perlmutter’s oil paintings capture and
secure our attention with a virtuoso
performance of technical accomplishment.
She makes compelling images of women,
submerged and moving through water,
bathed in a diffuse and fluid medium that
suggests an otherworldly existence. Painted
in a forensically-accurate representational
style, her ethereal scenarios insist on a
sensuous and corporeal physicality

Perlmutter’s deft handling confers a
convincing sense of immanent reality
through a rigorous rendering of tonal value,
subtle colour and delicate expression of the
texture of skin and hair. The aquatic world is
conjured up by her skilful description of
rippling, glassy reflections, sparkling
effervescences and luminous modulations of
the ‘chiaroscuro’ effects of a body
suspended in water.
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These pictures can be seen to reference Thetis, a figure from archaic Greek mythology, the sea
Goddess, a Nereid and daughter of the sea God, Nereus. Perhaps Perlmutter’s female
protagonists spring from the same root. They inhabit the water-world, drifting at supple ease in
what appears to be a sympathetic medium, that operates as a parallel or alternative reality to
the everyday. By immersion, the painter’s models undergo a transformative process akin to
baptism. They enter into a changed iteration of themselves. Here the water acts as an amniotic
fluid, an essentially female element that generates life and an altered state of perception.
 
A recurrent theme is that of descent and escape into the ‘other’. The exhibition title ‘As Above,
So Below’ implies a nether world of experience accessed through some form of portal. Myth,
legend and religion all sanctify water sources as openings into profound spiritual experience.
Reisha Perlmutter’s atmospheric and sensual paintings with their allusions to rebirth and
regeneration take us closer to such experiences
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about friedrichs pontone

Friedrichs Pontone was established in 2022, opening its new flagship gallery space at 273 Church Street in the

historic neighborhood of Tribeca, across from the Barnett Newman Triangle, dedicated to showcasing

groundbreaking international artists across various mediums. With a commitment to fostering innovative and

thought-provoking art, the gallery provides a platform for emerging and established talents to engage with

diverse audiences. 

Gallery founders Martin Friedrichs and Domenic Pontone bring a combined 40 years of experience to their new

venture. Martin Friedrichs previously held the position of director at Galerie Gmurzynska US Inc. and Hollis

Taggart. Domenic Pontone is the founder of Pontone Gallery London and director of The Albemarle Gallery

London.
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